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Annual Escape Report Highlights 
 
 
 
• There were 15 escapes from the California Department of 

Corrections Institutions and Camps in 2002, a increase from 14 
in 2001. 

 
 
• The Institution and Camp escape rate per 100 average daily 

population remained at 0.01 in 2002 from 0.01 in 2001.  The 
current escape rate is the lowest since 1949. 

 
 
• There were 216 escapes from Community Based Programs in 

2002, an increase from 202 in 2001.  The escape rate for 
Community Based Programs continues to decrease from 275 in 
2000. 

 
 
• The Community Based Programs escape rate has risen to 0.8 in 

2002 from 0.7 in 2001.  
 
 
• Of all offenders that escaped from an Institution, a Camp or a 

Community Based Program between 1945 and 2002, 99.0 
percent have been apprehended.  
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TABLE 1
NUMBER OF ESCAPES FROM INSTITUTIONS AND CAMPS 1/

AND RATE PER 100 AVERAGE DAILY POPULATION (ADP)
MALE AND FEMALE

CALENDAR YEAR 1985 THROUGH 2002
MALE

       GRAND TOTAL TOTAL INSTITUTIONS CAMPS 2/

NUMBER ESCAPES NUMBER ESCAPES NUMBER ESCAPES NUMBER ESCAPES NUMBER ESCAPES
CALENDAR OF PER 100 OF PER 100 OF PER 100 OF PER 100 OF PER 100

YEAR ESCAPES ADP ESCAPES ADP ESCAPES ADP ESCAPES ADP ESCAPES ADP

1985 81 0.18 79 0.18 37 0.09 42 1.72 2 0.08
1986 84 0.16 79 0.16 29 0.06 50 2.10 5 0.16
1987 89 0.14 83 0.14 32 0.06 51 2.04 6 0.16
1988 69 0.10 64 0.10 24 0.04 40 1.42 5 0.12
1989 76 0.10 71 0.10 25 0.04 46 1.45 5 0.10

1990 81 0.09 76 0.09 19 0.02 57 1.76 5 0.08
1991 74 0.08 72 0.07 27 0.03 45 1.16 2 0.03
1992 83 0.08 80 0.08 29 0.03 51 1.38 3 0.05
1993 72 0.07 72 0.07 23 0.02 49 1.38 0 0.00
1994 56 0.05 56 0.05 10 0.01 46 1.27 0 0.00

1995 75 0.06 74 0.06 23 0.02 51 1.34 1 0.01
1996 57 0.04 57 0.05 25 0.02 32 0.85 0 0.00
1997 51 0.04 51 0.04 29 0.02 22 0.59 0 0.00
1998 26 0.02 21 0.02 11 0.01 10 0.26 5 0.05
1999 22 0.01 22 0.02 7 0.01 15 0.39 0 0.00

2000 24 0.02 24 0.02 13 0.01 11 0.29 0 0.00
2001 14 0.01 13 0.01 8 0.01 5 0.13 1 0.01
2002 15 0.01 15 0.01 9 0.01 6 0.16 0 0.00

1/   Includes inmates who escaped from off reservation work crew assignments and state hospitals but excludes inmates who escaped from 
      Community Correctional Centers.

2/   Camps include baseline camps.

3/   Includes females who escaped from an Institution or Camp. 

 FEMALE
TOTAL 3/
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Data Analysis Unit
Estimates and Statistical Analysis Section
Offender Information Services Branch

Department of Corrections
State of California

October 2003

TABLE 3
NUMBER OF ESCAPES FROM COMMUNITY BASED PROGRAMS*

AND RATE PER 100 POPULATION AT RISK
CALENDAR YEAR 1985 THROUGH 2002

YEAR NUMBER  POPULATION RATE OF ESCAPES
OF OF   AT PER 100 POPULATION

ESCAPE ESCAPES   RISK AT RISK

1985 915 9,186 10.0               
1986 874 9,791 8.9               
1987 735 8,770 8.4               
1988 1,006 11,322 8.9               
1989 1,434 15,314 9.4               

1990 1,324 17,001 7.8               
1991 1,122 22,919 4.9               
1992 1,409 22,336 6.3               
1993 1,327 21,262 6.2               
1994 985 20,473 4.8               

1995 740 22,051 3.4               
1996 652 21,896 3.0               
1997 484 23,245 2.1               
1998 406 28,384 1.4               
1999 364 29,149 1.2               

2000 275 30,358 0.9               
2001 202 29,733 0.7               
2002 216 27,711 0.8               

* Community Based Programs include Community Correctional Facilities (CCF), Re-entry Facilities (RENT) and Prisoner Mother Programs.

Note:  The population at risk is the total number of inmates in the program on January 1st plus those received during the year as new 

admissions, parole returns or transfers from institutions.
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TABLE 4
NUMBER OF ESCAPES FROM INSTITUTIONS, CAMPS AND

COMMUNITY BASED PROGRAMS
FROM CALENDAR YEAR 1945 THROUGH 2002 AND

THE NUMBER APPREHENDED BY SEPTEMBER 30, 2003
BY YEAR OF ESCAPE

YEAR  NUMBER NUMBER     
OF   OF APPREHENDED BY PERCENT

ESCAPE  ESCAPES SEPTEMBER 30, 2003 APPREHENDED

1945-69 3,430 3,421 99.7
1970 596 596 100.0
1971 952 948 99.6
1972 694 686 98.8

1973 294 290 98.6
1974 270 267 98.9
1975 202 201 99.5
1976 186 179 96.2

1977 188 186 98.9
1978 170 167 98.2
1979 202 200 99.0
1980 148 145 98.0

1981 282 279 98.9
1982 563 556 98.8
1983 766 754 98.4
1984 908 905 99.7

1985 995 985 99.0
1986 953 940 98.6
1987 819 809 98.8
1988 1,076 1,071 99.5

1989 1,512 1,503 99.4
1990 1,404 1,389 98.9
1991 1,196 1,170 97.8
1992 1,499 1,488 99.3

1993 1,399 1,383 98.9
1994 1,042 1,027 98.6
1995 815 802 98.4
1996 709 698 98.4

1997 535 525 98.1
1998 432 427 98.8
1999 386 384 99.5
2000 299 295 98.7

2001 276 275 99.6
2002 294 284 96.6

TOTAL 25,492 25,235 99.0
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TABLE 5
NUMBER OF MALE ESCAPES AND APPREHENSIONS FROM INSTITUTIONS AND CAMPS

 BY INSTITUTION HOUSING LEVEL
AND THE ESCAPE RATE PER 100 AVERAGE DAILY POPULATION (ADP)

CALENDAR YEAR 2002
NUMBER ESCAPE RATE

LOCATION  OF PER APPREHENDED AS OF
 ESCAPES 100 ADP SEPTEMBER 30, 2003

TOTAL - MALE 15 0.01     15        

LEVEL I-TOTAL 15 0.08     15        

California Correctional Center - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
California Correctional Center - Camps 3 0.17     3        
California Correctional Institution - Main 0 0.00     0        
California Institution for Men - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
California Medical Facility - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
California Men's Colony - West - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
California Men's Colony - West - Camps 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, Calipatria - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, Centinela - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, Corcoran - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, Los Angeles Co. - Minimum 2 0.84     2        
California State Prison, Sacramento - Minimum 1 0.35     1        
California State Prison, San Quentin - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
Chuckawalla State Prison - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
Correctional Training Facility - South 0 0.00     0        
Deuel Vocational Institution - Minimum 1 0.44     1        
Folsom State Prison - Minimum 2 0.60     2        
High Desert State Prison - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
Ironwood State Prison - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
Mule Creek State Prison - Minimum 2 0.55     2        
North Kern State Prison - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
Pelican Bay State Prison - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
Pleasant Valley State Prison - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
Richard J. Donovan Correctional Facility - Minimum 1 0.32     1        
Salinas Valley State Prison - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
Sierra Conservation Center - Minimum 0 0.00     0        
Sierra Conservation Center - Camps 3 0.15     3        
Wasco State Prison - Minimum 0 0.00     0        

LEVEL II-TOTAL 0 0.00     0        

Avenal State Prison 0 0.00     0        
California Correctional Center - Main 0 0.00     0        
California Correctional Institution - Medium 0 0.00     0        
California Institution for Men - RCW 0 0.00     0        
California Medical Facility - Medium 0 0.00     0        
California Rehabilitation Center - Main 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, San Quentin - Main 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, San Quentin - RC 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, Solano - Medium 0 0.00     0        
Chuckawalla State Prison - Main 0 0.00     0        
Correctional Training Facility - Central 0 0.00     0        
Correctional Training Facility - North 0 0.00     0        
Folsom State Prison - Main 0 0.00     0        
Pitchess Detention Center - RC 0 0.00     0        
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TABLE 5 (Continued)
NUMBER OF MALE ESCAPES AND APPREHENSIONS FROM INSTITUTIONS AND CAMPS

 BY INSTITUTION HOUSING LEVEL
AND THE ESCAPE RATE PER 100 AVERAGE DAILY POPULATION (ADP)

CALENDAR YEAR 2002
NUMBER ESCAPE RATE

LOCATION OF PER APPREHENDED AS OF
 ESCAPES 100 ADP SEPTEMBER 30, 2003

LEVEL III-TOTAL 0 0.00     0        

California Correctional Center - Lassen 0 0.00     0        
California Institution for Men - East RC 0 0.00     0        
California Institution for Men - RCC 0 0.00     0        
California Medical Facility - Main 0 0.00     0        
California Men's Colony - East 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, Centinela - Main 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, Corcoran - Main 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, Los Angeles Co. - Main 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, Solano - Main 0 0.00     0        
Deuel Vocational Institution - Main 0 0.00     0        
Deuel Vocational Institution - RC 0 0.00     0        
Folsom State Prison - III 0 0.00     0        
High Desert State Prison - Main 0 0.00     0        
High Desert State Prison - RC 0 0.00     0        
Ironwood State Prison - Main 0 0.00     0        
Mule Creek State Prison - Main 0 0.00     0        
North Kern State Prison - Main 0 0.00     0        
North Kern State Prison - RC 0 0.00     0        
Pleasant Valley State Prison - Main 0 0.00     0        
Richard J. Donovan Correctional Facility - Main 0 0.00     0        
Richard J. Donovan Correctional Facility - RC 0 0.00     0        
Sierra Conservation Center - Tuolumne 0 0.00     0        
Substance Abuse Treatment Facility - Main 0 0.00     0        
Wasco State Prison - Main 0 0.00     0        
Wasco State Prison - RC 0 0.00     0        

LEVEL IV-TOTAL 0 0.00     0        
California Correctional Institution-IV 0 0.00     0        
California Correctional Institution - A-MAIN 0 0.00     0        
California Correctional Institution - A-SHU 0 0.00     0        
California Correctional Institution - B-MAIN 0 0.00     0        
California Correctional Institution - B-SHU 0 0.00     0        
California Correctional Institution - YOUTH OFFENDER 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, Calipatria - Main 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, Centinela - IV 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, Corcoran - Facility B 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, Corcoran - SHU 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, Corcoran - PHU 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, Sacramento - Main 0 0.00     0        
California State Prison, San Quentin - Condemned 0 0.00     0        
High Desert State Prison - Main 0 0.00     0        
Mule Creek State Prison - IV 0 0.00     0        
Pelican Bay State Prison - Main 0 0.00     0        
Pelican Bay State Prison - SHU 0 0.00     0        
Salinas Valley State Prison - IV 0 0.00     0          
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DEFINITIONS AND FORMULAS USED TO PRODUCE THE 
ANNUAL ESCAPE REPORT  

 
 
The Annual Escape Report presents the number of escapes from California Department of 
Corrections (CDC) Institutions, Camps, Community Correctional Centers, State Hospitals, Off 
Reservation Work Crew Assignments and Temporary Community Releases.  Escapes that occur 
while the offender is outside of CDC custody (out to court, hospital, etc.) are not included in this 
report. 
 
 
ADP: The Average Daily Population per day for the institution and 

camp population. 
 
    
Community Correctional 
Centers: County, state and private facilities in local communities 

administered by or under contract with CDC to house inmates in 
community correctional facilities, work furloughs, prisoner 
mother programs or parole violators returned to local jails. 

 
Escape Rates: 
 

Rate of Escapes From 
Institutions and Camps   =    (Number of  Escapes) X 100 

                (ADP) 
Rate of Escapes From 
Community Correctional Centers =    (Number of  Escapes) X 100 

        (Population at Risk) 
 
 
Off Reservation Work 
Crew Assignment: Offenders away from the institution under CDC custody, working  

on a maintenance crew or disaster relief team.  
 
 
Population at Risk: Offenders in a population on January 1 of any given year, plus  

offenders entering the population during the year.  This is used 
instead of the ADP in calculating the Community Correctional 
Center escape rates.  This is due to the more diverse program 
types, population and typically shorter length of stay. 

 
 
Temporary Community  
Release: Temporary location for offenders away from institution for less  

than 72 hours (upon CDC approval). 




